in 1949 of a tiny mass of chromatin present in the nuclei of females and not in the nuclei of males. Professor Barr recounts in the introduction how carefully recorded observations of nerve cells in the hypoglossal nucleus following experimental stimulation during studies of fatigue revealed this difference. It is an interesting account of how pure research can yield important results in entirely different directions from that expected. It also illustrates how research must be free to follow the unexpected finding.
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After seven papers on cytological and genctic aspects there are twelve describing studies of intersex and related states and three on the sex chromatin in tumours. Participants included most of the leading workers in the world in this specialized field. Discussion is reported and the papers carry full references.
Anyone seeking a clear exposition of the technique of nuclear sexing and its contribution to clinical medicine will be disappointed in this collection of papers, but anyone specially interested will find much valuable information which it would be hard to discover from any other source.
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